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Why We Exist

•47% of African-American and 52% of 
Hispanic and students in grades 3-8 are 
performing below grade level.

•48% of students in poverty in grades 3-8 are 
performing below grade level.

•About one-third of economically 
disadvantaged students will not graduate 
from high school.

North Carolina’s Achievement Gap

•One-fifth of our nation’s children – 16 million 
– live below the poverty line.

•Half of them will not graduate from high 
school; those who do will have an eighth-
grade skill level compared to kids in high-
income communities.

•8% of children growing up in the lowest-
quartile of family income will graduate from 
college by the age of 24, compared to 80% of 
children growing up in the top-quartile of 
family income.

The National Achievement Gap

Our nation and North Carolina aspire admirably to be a place of equal opportunity. 

Yet, still today, where a child is born determines her educational prospects.
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What We Do

Teach For America is growing the force of transformational leaders in 

North Carolina.
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What We Do
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These leaders are driving change at every level of the system.

Innovation 

Leadership



6

Our Results
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Our Results
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Our Results
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Our Results
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Our Results
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Our Vision

There is an opportunity for the state and Teach For America to partner to 

retain top talent.

• Northeast Leadership Academy

• Aspiring Leaders 

• Project L.I.F.T.

Political 

Leadership
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Tammi Sutton
Founding Principal, KIPP Pride High School
Northampton County

100% of students in the graduating class 
attend four-year universities*

*Source: KIPP Pride High

Our Vision
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We are building a pipeline of 

transformational leaders for our 

most under-resourced schools.
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Our Vision
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A robust pipeline of transformational leaders for North Carolina.
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Our Vision: Building the pipeline in North Carolina

• An additional $1 million investment will allow Teach For America to increase our 

incoming teacher corps size by 25% for the 2012-2013 school year, impacting the 

lives of over 24,000 students in our most under-resourced school districts.

• Funds will offset the costs of recruiting, selecting, placing, training, and supporting 

Teach For America teachers in the lowest-income, highest-need schools.

• Teach For America will leverage these state funds by matching every $1 the state 

provides for our growth with more than $5 from other funds.

$4 million

$5 million

Funding Received

$1.4 millionSouth Carolina

$8 millionTexas

$11.6 million

Future Funding 

Requests

Mississippi

State
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One day, all children in this nation will 

have the opportunity to attain an 

excellent education.


